-- --

IEEE P1003.2 Draft 11.2 - September 1991

Copyright � 1991 by the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers, Inc. 345 East 47th Street New York, NY 10017, USA All rights reserved as an unpublished work.

This is an unapproved and unpublished IEEE Standards Draft, subject to change. The publication, distribution, or copying of this draft, as well as all derivative works based on this draft, is expressly prohibited except as set forth below.

Permission is hereby granted for IEEE Standards Committee participants to reproduce this document for purposes of IEEE standardization activities only, and subject to the restrictions contained herein.

Permission is hereby also granted for member bodies and technical committees of ISO and IEC to reproduce this document for purposes of developing a national position, subject to the restrictions contained herein.

Permission is hereby also granted to the preceding entities to make limited copies of this document in an electronic form only for the stated activities.

The following restrictions apply to reproducing or transmitting the document in any form: 1) all copies or portions thereof must identify the document’s IEEE project number and draft number, and must be accompanied by this entire notice in a prominent location; 2) no portion of this document may be redistributed in any modified or abridged form without the prior approval of the IEEE Standards Department.

Other entities seeking permission to reproduce this document, or any portion thereof, for standardization or other activities, must contact the IEEE Standards Department for the appropriate license.

Use of information contained in this unapproved draft is at your own risk.

IEEE Standards Department Copyright and Permissions 445 Hoes Lane, P.O. Box 1331 Piscataway, NJ 08855-1331, USA +1 (908) 562-3800 +1 (908) 562-1571 [FAX]

-- --

Part 2: SHELL AND UTILITIES P1003.2/D11.2

6918 The - x option, historically available only with fgrep , is available here for all of 6919 the nonobsolescent versions.

6920 4.29 head — Copy the first part of files

6921 4.29.1 Synopsis

6922 head [- n number ] [file ... ]

6923 Obsolescent version:

6924 head [- number ] [file ... ]

6925 4.29.2 Description

6926 The head utility shall copy its input files to the standard output, ending the out- 6927 put for each file at a designated point.

6928 Copying shall end at the point in each input file indicated by the - n number 6929 option (or the obsolescent version’s - number argument). The option-argument 6930 number shall be counted in units of lines.

6931 4.29.3 Options

6932 The head utility shall conform to the utility argument syntax guidelines 6933 described in standard described in 2.10.2, except that the obsolescent version 6934 accepts multicharacter numeric options.

6935 The following option shall be supported by the implementation in the nonobsoles- 6936 cent version:

6937 - n number The first number lines of each input file shall be copied to stan- 6938 dard output. The number option argument shall be a positive 6939 decimal integer.

6940 If no options are specified, head shall act as if -n 10 had been specified.

6941 In the obsolescent version, the following option shall be supported by the imple- 6942 mentation:

6943 - number The number argument is a positive decimal integer with the same 6944 effect as the - nnumber option in the nonobsolescent version.

Copyright � 1991 IEEE. All rights reserved. This is an unapproved IEEE Standards Draft, subject to change.

4.29 head — Copy the first part of files 459

P1003.2/D11.2 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY—POSIX

6945 4.29.4 Operands

6946 The following operand shall be supported by the implementation:

6947 file A pathname of an input file. If no file operands are specified, the 6948 standard input shall be used.

6949 4.29.5 External Influences

6950 4.29.5.1 Standard Input

6951 The standard input shall be used only if no file operands are specified. See Input 6952 Files.

6953 4.29.5.2 Input Files

6954 Input files shall be text files, but the line length shall not be restricted to 6955 {LINE _MAX}bytes.

6956 4.29.5.3 Environment Variables

6957 The following environment variables shall affect the execution of head :

6958 LANG This variable shall determine the locale to use for the 6959 locale categories when both LC_ALL and the correspond- 6960 ing environment variable (beginning with LC_) do not 6961 specify a locale. See 2.6.

6962 LC_ALL This variable shall determine the locale to be used to over- 6963 ride any values for locale categories specified by the set- 6964 tings of LANG or any environment variables beginning 6965 with LC_.

6966 LC_CTYPE This variable shall determine the locale for the interpreta- 6967 tion of sequences of bytes of text data as characters (e.g., 6968 single- versus multibyte characters in arguments and 6969 input files).

6970 LC_MESSAGES This variable shall determine the language in which mes- 6971 sages should be written.

6972 4.29.5.4 Asynchronous Events

6973 Default.

Copyright � 1991 IEEE. All rights reserved. This is an unapproved IEEE Standards Draft, subject to change.

460 4 Execution Environment Utilities

Part 2: SHELL AND UTILITIES P1003.2/D11.2

6974 4.29.6 External Effects

6975 4.29.6.1 Standard Output 6976 The standard output shall contain designated portions of the input file(s). 6977 If multiple file operands are specified, head shall precede the output for each with 6978 the header: 6979 "\n==> %s <==\n" , <pathname> 6980 except that the first header written shall not include the initial <newline> .

6981 4.29.6.2 Standard Error 6982 Used only for diagnostic messages.

6983 4.29.6.3 Output Files 6984 None.

6985 4.29.7 Extended Description 6986 None.

6987 4.29.8 Exit Status 6988 The head utility shall exit with one of the following values: 6989 0 Successful completion. 6990 >0 An error occurred.

6991 4.29.9 Consequences of Errors 6992 Default.

6993 4.29.10 Rationale. (This subclause is not a part of P1003.2) 6994 Usage, Examples 6995 The nonobsolescent version of head was created to allow conformance to the Util- 6996 ity Syntax Guidelines. The - n option was added to this new interface so that 6997 head and tail would be more logically related. 6998 To write the first ten lines of all files (except those with a leading period) in the 6999 directory:

Copyright � 1991 IEEE. All rights reserved. This is an unapproved IEEE Standards Draft, subject to change.

4.29 head — Copy the first part of files 461

P1003.2/D11.2 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY—POSIX

7000 head *

7001 History of Decisions Made

7002 The head utility was not in early drafts. It was felt that head , and its frequent 7003 companion, tail , were useful mostly to interactive users, and not application 7004 programs. However, balloting input suggested that these utilities actually do find 7005 significant use in scripts, such as to write out portions of log files. Although it is 7006 possible to simulate head with sed 10q for a single file, the working group 7007 decided that the popularity of head on historical BSD systems warranted its inclu- 7008 sion alongside tail .

7009 An earlier draft had the synopsis line:

7010 head [ - c | - l ] [- n number ] [file ... ]

7011 This was changed to the current form based on comments and objections noting 7012 that - c has not been provided by historical versions of head and other utilities in 7013 POSIX. 2 provide similar functionality. Also, - l was changed to - n to match a 7014 similar change in tail .

7015 4.30 id — Return user identity

7016 4.30.1 Synopsis

7017 id [user ]

7018 id - G[- n] [user ]

7019 id - g [- nr ] [user ]

7020 id - u [- nr ] [user ]

7021 4.30.2 Description

7022 If no user operand is provided, the id utility shall write the user and group IDs 7023 and the corresponding user and group names of the invoking process to standard 7024 output. If the effective and real IDs do not match, both shall be written. If multi- 7025 ple groups are supported by the underlying system (see the description of 7026 {NGROUPS _MAX} in POSIX .1 {8}), the supplementary group affiliations of the 7027 invoking process also shall be written.

7028 If a user operand is provided and the process has the appropriate privileges, the 7029 user and group IDs of the selected user shall be written. In this case, effective IDs 7030 shall be assumed to be identical to real IDs. If the selected user has more than 1 7031 one allowable group membership listed in the group database (see POSIX .1 {8}sec- 1 7032 tion 9.1), these shall be written in the same manner as the supplementary groups 1 7033 described in the preceding paragraph. 1

Copyright � 1991 IEEE. All rights reserved. This is an unapproved IEEE Standards Draft, subject to change.

462 4 Execution Environment Utilities