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About IAGE

IAGE or “Internet Adventure Game Engine” is an authoring system for adventure games (more commonly
called “Interactive Fiction” nowadays). The difference between IAGE and most authoring systems is that in
addition to single player games, it also allows you to create multi-user adventure games (often referred to as
MUDs, MOOs or MUVEs) and host them yourself.

IAGE is distributed with a comprehensive dictionary and compiler libraries allowing you to quickly imple-
ment behaviour to your world.

IAGE has been in development now for around 3 years, starting with a prototype which used Microsoft
ActiveX technologies before settling in it’s final incarnation in Java (a cross-platform, portable language
which uses a virtual machine to bridge platforms).

IAGE is completely free to use and distribute and contains features comparable to that of most adventure
authoring systems - with a lot more besides.

To use IAGE you will need a Java Virtual Machine for your platform and the appropriate Java Foundation
Classes - DON’T PANIC! This is not as frightening as it sounds! - you can download the appropriate
virtual machine and libraries in one self-installing package for your platform called the JRE (Java Runtime
Environment) at http://java.sun.com/. Go do it now!

What this Document Contains

This document explains:

1. How to start the IAGE Server program.

2. How to load a game file into the IAGE Server.

3. How to set an IAGE Server running.

4. How to connect a client to an IAGE Server and play a game.

5. How to use the IAGE Java Applet to let users play on your IAGE Server without downloading an
IAGE Client or the Java Runtime Environment.
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IAGE Components

IAGE consists primarily of three main components:

* A server package, allowing you to host your own multi or single player game files.
* An compiler package, allowing you to create your own game files.
* A client package, allowing you to connect to the server and play the games.

These three packages are implemented in Java - a cross-platform language allowing users of Windows, Unix,
MacOS, etc. to all connect and play adventures together.

In addition to these “core” packages, IAGE also features:

* A client package implemented as a Java applet, to allow you to not only host your own
adventures, but to allow users to join and play on your server from a webpage without
downloading anything.

* A single-player package implemented as a Java applet, to allow users to play games
as single-player adventures from your webpage without downloading anything.

Installations
There are all-in-one installers available for the following platforms:

Microsoft Windows
Linux

Solaris

HP-UX

AIX

UNIX

All Other UNIX Variants
MacOS Classic 8.1+
MacOS X

The all-in-one installers include the server, the client, the compiler, the compiler libraries and some sample
games and source code to get started with.
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The IAGE Server Package

The IAGE server is the most important part of IAGE since it contains the actual game engine that interprets
and executes your game files.

To Start IAGE Server

Click the IAGE Launchpad icon created by the installer. You will then be presesnted with a list of three
applications you may use - the IAGE server, the IAGE client and the IAGE compiler.

Press the IAGE Server button to start the server up.
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run. . Startthe IAGE Server
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1. Startthe IAGE Server Start the IAGE Client

2. Dpen your game and start the server

running

3. Dpen the [AGE Client _
4. Connect to "localhost' to hegin playing. Startthe IAGE Compiler

[
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Loading a Game

To load a game into the server, select “Load IAGE Game File” from the File menu.

Egﬁﬁewer - IAGE
HCH Server  Help
Load [MFE Game File

Exit

Load Game File Menu option.

You will then be prompted to select the IAGE game file you wish to load. Note that all IAGE game files
have the extension “.iage”.
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Once the game is loaded, the output window will show various statistics about the loaded game.

gﬁ Server - IAGE

File Server Help

Internet Adventure Game Engine Yersion 020220
Written by F.Rawson-Tetley
Copyright{c2000-2002, B.Rawson-Tetley

|»

dbm.iage opened.

IAGE File Format 2.0 detected.

File is encrypted.

Loading data, please wait...

Feading game properdies.. Ok,

Feading locations...0kK (8 Lacations).

Feading objects.. Ok (30 Objects).

Feading characters.. Ok {1 MNPCS).

Feading dictionary fvertis).. Ok (1 Verbs).
Feading dictionary (houns)... Ok {114 Mouns).
Feading dictionary (adverhs).. Ok (1 Adverbs).
Feading messages.. 0K {149 Messages).
Feading code modules. 0K (8 Code modules).
Feading event code (1 of 23...0K. (0 lines).
Feading event code (2 of 200K {3 lines). o

Load complete. -
1) 3

Server output window showing game statistics

Now that the game file has been loaded, you can start the server listening for player connections by selecting
“Start Server” from the Server menu.
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Monitoring Connections

Once the server has been started, you can monitor the connected players in the connections window.

ﬂ Connections:
1:localhiost127.0.0.1

erhis).
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jages).

e modules).
lines).
lines).

cEDT00.0.81: 11"

(process 1 on paor

-

e

|

ill Player

!

The connections pane

You can kill a player’s connection by highlighting their name in the list and clicking the “Kill Player”

button.

Stopping the Server

Finally, selecting the “Stop Server” option from the Server menu will stop the server and destroy all

connected players’ connections.
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The IAGE Portable Client Package

The IAGE client packages allow you to connect to IAGE servers and play the game they are running.
To start the IAGE portable client, press its button in the IAGE launchpad.
On startup, you will be presented with the client connect screen:

You will be prompted to enter your name. This is the alias you wish to be known as whilst in the game
on the server you intend to connect to.

Secondly, you will be prompted for the IP/Host of the server you wish to connect to. The IP/Host address is
the globally unique address assigned to each machine on the internet to unigely identify it. If you are unsure
about this, I would recommend you read tutorials on the TCP/IP protocol and in particular, how web (and
indeed other internet) servers operate, since IAGE is exactly the same principle.

Notice that when the client starts up, it defaults in the word “localhost” in the host box to connect to.
Localhost is known as the “loopback™ address. Localhost also has an IP address of 127.0.0.1 which you
may also use.

What is the loopback address? Simply put, regardless of whether your machine is actually connected to the
internet or not, localhost is a way of identifying YOUR machine. So if you are running an IAGE server,
connecting to localhost in the client will actually connect to your own machine (whether you are connected
to the internet or not).

Once you are happy with your alias and the server you wish to connect to, click the large “Connect to
IP/Host” button to start your game.
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Once the connect button has been pressed, the client will spawn a game window, with the word
“Connecting...” in it’s title bar.

Once the connection to the server is made, you will find things then start to look like a traditional text
adventure. The game window has a small entry field at the bottom for you to enter your commands (followed
by the ENTER key), a large output window in the centre of the screen where the server output is placed and a
status bar at the top, which displays pertinent details about your character in the game you are playing.
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The IAGE Client Applet

The IAGE Client Applet allows you to host a small site along with your IAGE Server, allowing you to have
visitors to your site connect to your IAGE Server from within their web browser and play.

In order to make use of the IAGE client applet you will need to be hosting an IAGE server and you
will need to host a web server. To host, you really should have cable or some form of permanent internet
connection.

Why a webserver? The simple reason is that applets are only allowed to connect to the host/IP of the server
that the page containing them lives on. So you will need to be running a web server to allow users to connect
to your IAGE server with the client applet.

This really isn’t as bad as it seems, since you will have to be running the TAGE server anyway. If you do not
have a webserver, | would recommend that you use Apache (www.apache.org) - it is one of the most stable
and robust webservers around (it is also the most popular webserver on the internet - and it’s free).

To use the applet, simply unzip the contents of clientapplet.zip (downloadable from the IAGE website and
a mere 6k) to your published web directory.

You will then need to edit the index.html page which unzips with the client applet and change the parameter
value from “localhost” to either your IP address or domain name (if you have one).

Once you have done this, you are ready to go! Start an IAGE server and then point your browser to
http://localhost to test the applet.

i/ /localhost,/ - Microsoft Internet Explorer

J File Edit ‘iew Favarites Tools Help |
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Eack Faryard Stop Refresh  Home Search Favorites  Hiskory Tail Print Edit: Discuss
JLinks &Best of the Web & Channel Guide & Customize Links & | Free Hotmail & Internet Explorer News =
Jngldress I@ http:filocalhost j PGo
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‘Wormcast 04

mazonny which might once have been a burial pyramid, and litle survives except stone-cut steps leading down into darkness below.ﬂ
& zpeckled mushroom grows out of the sodden earth, on a long stalk.

v'our packing caze rests here, ready to hold any important cultural finds you might make, for shipping back to civilization.

There iz a wet-plate camera here.

There iz a month-old newspaper here.

-» get all

zpeckled mushroom: You pick the muzhroom, neatly cleaving it's thin ztalk.

packing case: The caze is too heavy to bother moving, as long as pour expedition iz #till incomplete.

wet-plate camera: Taken.

month-old newspaper: Taken.

--» eat mushroom

r'ou nibble at one comer, unable to trace the source of an acrid tazte, distracted by the flight of a macaw overhead which seems to
burst out of the sun, the sound of the beating of its wings almost deafening, stone falling against stone.

= d

Square Chamber

& sunken, gloomy stone chamber, ten pards across. & shaft of sunlight cuts in from the steps above, giving the chamber a diffuse
light, bt in the: shadows low lintelled doonwaps to

eazt and south lead into the deeper darkness of the Temple.

Motes of dust glimmer i the shaft of sunlit air, 2o that it seems almost solid,

-k E

'wiomcast
& disturbed place of hollows carved like a spider's web, strands of empty space hanging in stone. The only burmows wide enough to
crawl through begin by running northeast, zouth and upwands.

2 glistening white eggzac. like a clump of frogzpawn the size of a beach ball, has adhered itzelf to something in a crevice in one
wall

get zac

|@ The number of the current Downloads l_ I_ |:'I_,; Local intranet 4

The IAGE client applet
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